EST. 1920 


This issue is current 
to August I5th. 


The Labour Organiser 


PUBLISHING OFFICE:—WORCESTER 


PRIV.PVPVPVPVNA? PYPVPRBPV PV PUP EPYPVPYV PVM PV PY PV PVN DVNPYPNP'PNPNPVD? 


Vol. 20. No. 227 


JULY, 1940 


Price 4d. 


4/6 ter annum, post free 


PEPEPE PY PEP EDV IP PV IV PV PN DPLXPVPOPNPLP\ PV PVPWPVPVP\N VX PUN ONAN 


TAILS UP 


The position of those local parties 
in the areas which are being bombed, 
or have been scheduled as prohibited 
areas, gives concern not only to our 
sorely-tried comrades there but to 
everybody in the Movement. It is 
cheering to learn that intensive steps 
have been taken by Head Office officers 
to get in touch with our friends and 
to afford them practical advic2 and 
encouragement. A big series of visits 
have been undertaken and in the course 
of consultations every contingency has 
been considered and as far as practicable 
provided against; for not only has 
membership and finance to be con- 
sidered but the nature of such activi- 
ties as are possible, apart altogether 
from the protection of party records 
and in many cases party premises. 


a 

That this has been done will afford 
satisfaction everywhere. Even more 
pleasing to readers elsewhere will be 
the news that in these places the fortitude 
that is being displayed is simply 
amazing. It will, perhaps, hardly be 
believed that events are strengthening 
‘some of the parties, and during the 
last two or three weeks some defunct 
parties have actually been reformed. 
More than that'the local parties are mak- 
ing new members. These are not isola- 
ted instances. In quite a number of 
places we are informed that canvassing 
for new members is going on and 
people are flocking to the party. Here 
are three concrete instances. In X 
(we must not name places that have 
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suffered for defence reasons) 37 houses 
were visited in one canvass and in 
22 houses members were made. In 
another case a_ three-days’ canvass 
resulted in 71 new members being 
made. In yet a third case 60 members 
were made on a canvass. We have two 
other authenticated instances where 
certain parties which had not met for 
over two years have now returned to 
full activity. Labour men and women 
in every party in the country will 
rejoice to hear these things and will 
join with us in admiration for the 
courage of our comrades. 


Despite the rumours which get about 
and the despair of those who listen to 
them the fact remains that the Labour 
Party is more than holding its own 
throughout the country. Nor is it 
intended that our parties shall rest, 
disintegrate, or be left with no guidance 
as to their functions and activities in 
the changed times. The National 
E.C. of the Party has decided to con- 
tinue holding Conferences on similar 
lines to those already held in connection 
with the Party’s “Peace Aims” and 
‘Home Policy.’ At the moment 
arrangements are going on for a series 
of conferences throughout the country 
beginning with the first Saturday in 
September. These conferences will 
consider the retention and increase of 
individual members; questions of 
affiliated membership ; present educa- 
tional work; meetings and literature 
propaganda and other matters suited 
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to the times. Our readers may expcct 
definite announcements as to the venue 
of these conferences before our next 
issue is due. 


It would appear that our friends and 
acquaintances of the Communist Party 
are still, under various guises, seeking 
to make use of the flats in our Move- 
ment who are unable to smell a herring 
even if put under their nose. There is 
a spate of specious resolutions abroad 
at the present time and as usual plenty 
of misguided friends ready to move 
them. For ourselves we have a 
profound distrust of circulated resolu- 
tions. We advise local parties to look 
at all resolutions submitted to them 
very, very carefully, and to consider 
both their origin and their full implica- 
tions. We shall not then fall into so 
many mistakes. Where resolutions 
have been passed in innocence or haste 
the Party should not hesitate to rescind 
them or seek consultation with the 
officers of the Party. 


In another part of this issue will be 
found an advertisement of “Labour 
Discussion Notes” issued by the 
Socialist Clarity Group. We are in- 
vited to pass our comment upon the 
July Notes, a copy of which has been 
kindly sent to us. Our view upon this 
matter is that no possible objection can 
be urged against any body of loyal 
Labour folk placing their ‘views before 
the Movement or seeking to supply it 
with matters or notes for discussion 
although these functions are already 
well covered by the activities of the 
Head Office. Still, liberty is life, 
although from a perusal of these notes 
we are bound to say that we doubt the 
acceptance of this doctrine by our 
friends, for we take exception to some 
of their conclusions in a long supple- 
ment which is headed “The Fifth 
Column Danger.” Indeed we begin 
to wonder now whether there is not 
in this country a ‘Sixth Column’’ 
danger consisting of people who are 
retarding the war effort by spreading, 
right through the country, suspicion 
and distrust of people who do not quite 
see eye to eye with themselves. The 
plain conclusion to be drawn from the 
article referred to is that our friends 
would set up in this country a sort of 
unofficial Ogpu going far beyond the 
legitimate rights of a State to protect 
itself from subversive actions. Labour 
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must beware of this sort of thing for it 
is a two-edged sword. We _ detest 
thoroughly the suggestion that Labour 
parties should set up Vigilance Com- 
mittees not for the purposes for which 
the N.E.C. has advised such committees 
but for the purpose of hunting out 
the heretics and half-hearted of all 
descriptions.. That is not Labour's 
function. Let us at least preserve our 
balance and not advocate measures 
which look very much like the “purges” 
which are a distinguishing figure of the 


forms of society we oppose. 4 
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Apropos the details given in our 
last issue of the Regional Organisation 
of the Ministry of Information and the 
Labour Party officers associated with 
them, we have to hand a circular 7 
by Ald J. W. Foster who is the Regional 
Labour Officer for the Northern area. 
The circular gives, in admirable detai 
an account of the arrangements being 
made and the part which Labo 
Party officials and local parties 


called-upon to play. We should like 
to see a similar circular issued in all 
districts, or nationally, and we o: 
regret that we have not space to r 
produce the same in full in these pages. 
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Following the disaffiliation of the 
University Labour Federation _ last 
April, student organisations, acceptin; 
the Constitution, Principles and Poli 
of the Labour Party, arose spontaneously 
in the universities of Oxford, Cam- 
bridge, Manchester and Nottingham. 
and similar clubs are in process 0} 
being formed elsewhere. . 


A recent Conference of represen 
tives of these student bodies at Transp 
House decided to set up a nationa 
organisation to co-ordinate the activitie: 
of the various clubs, and to apply ai 
later stage for recognition by the Labou 
Party. A committee was entruste 
with the contacting in of stud 
members of the Labour Party in ; 
universities and colleges with a view t 
holding a Conference in the aut 
The Chairman and Secretary res 
pectively of the committee are: Ii 

Durham, 170, Castleford Ro 
Normanton, Yorks., Miss Sheila L 
cock, 72, Beckfield Lane, Acomb, Yo 
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~ Your Labour 
: Party 

This is the title (and one we seem to 
remember as the caption of a series of 
articles in the “L.O.’’) of an admirable 
new leaflet published by the Labour 
Party. 

To-day, paper is expensive and 
scarce. One must seek, therefore, for 
means to make leaflets more telling 


and to do as much work for us as 
possible. 


' So in this leaflet we get (a) the appeal 

to the sympathetic non-member and 
an application form, (b) the opportunity 
to the members to give much-needed 
help and a form on which to volunteer 
and offer service, and (c) an appeal for 
recommendations and space for the 
names of suggested entrants to be 
‘written down. 


_ In every way the leaflet serves an 
admirable purpose. It is attractive in 
get-up, and though apparently ex- 
pensive, one must remember that the 
days of cheap leaflets are over and this 
one is a four-fold and on good paper, 
and serves three distinct purposes, 
mone of them _ contradictory or 


derogatory to the others; rather the. 


reverse. 

This leaflet is also for ourselves. If 
only a substantial proportion of our 
membership in any constituency will 
fillin (b) or (c) fresh helpers are assured 
and a fair influx of new introductions. 
One thousand leaflets cost 15/- 
(oyerprinting with local name and 
address would be something extra) 
but the subscriptions of only four or 
five new members cover the whole 
cost ! 

_ Owing to paper shortage you must 
order immediately or get left. First 
come first served will be observed in 
dispatching orders. 

ty 


; From West Edinburgh the Secretary 
writes: , 
= “Of the 12 copies I receive each 
month, ten are distributed to Ward 
Committee and Women’s Section secre- 
taries, and key officials of the Party. I 
y add that I find the personal distri- 
ition of these a fine means of main- 
ining personal contact with the Ward 
d Section officials.” 


* 
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—« Obituary 


FRED CONSTANTINE 


It is with profound regret that we 
have to announce the death of Mr. 


Fred Constantine, Labour agent at 
Clitheroe, Lancashire. The death took 
place on Sunday, 7th instant, after 


only two days’ sickness, and indeed 
only a few days ago we had received 
a cheery note from our old comrade 
who then was apparently in the best of 
health and spirits. 

Fred Constantine was an honoured 
figure in Lancashire. He was one of 
the first Labour agents and had behind 
him 28 years of service. He had served 
on the Executive Committee of the 
Agents’ Union for many years and had 
been its Chairman. The Lancashire 
District recently again conferred on 
him the honour of election by an un- 
opposed return and a letter to hand 


had indicated the pleasure and appre-— 


ciation which this fact gave to our old 
comrade. 
His unexpected death at the com- 


paratively early age of 63 will be 
widely regretted, and we extend the 
deepest sympathies of our readers to- 


Mrs. Constantine, who so_ recently 
attended with her husband the Bourne- 
mouth Conference, to which she was 
the official delegate. 


GEORGE FORD 


We have to record yet another loss 
by the death of our old comrade, 
George Ford, of Sunderland, who 
passed away in the middle of June at 
the age of 52. 


Mr. Ford was for several years full- 
time agent at Sunderland and at one 
time served on the Executive Com- 


mittee of the Agents’ Union. He had 
a long record of service with the Party 
and in public life. 
he served as Mayor of Sunderland, 
and he had been a councillor and an 


alderman at Sunderland for several 
years. 
George Ford retired from Agency 


work a year or so ago to take up an 
appointment as Secretary of the Dur- 
ham County 
Infirmary. For some time he had been 
in failing health and he leaves a widow 
but no family. We and his many 
friends in the North of England will 
mourn his passing. 


A few years ago 


and Sunderland Eye _ 


" 
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- Information 


We have received a copy of the 
Annual Report from the West Edin- 
burgh D.L.P.—also a copy of the 
Edinburgh “Clarion,” published by 
this Party at Keir Hardie Hall, Bryson 
Road, Edinburgh. The June copy, 
which is number 8 of this issue, is in 
the top class of papers of this kind and 
it should prove a powerful influence in 
a constituency where Socialism has 
great hopes. We are glad to see that 
the paper, which sells at 1d., has passed 
the 1,000 sales mark. 


From the West Edinburgh Report we 
note that membership had increased 
last year by no fewer than 173. Nearly 
{£100 was collected in members’ sub- 
scriptions—an item collected in small 
sums, which is a sound indication of 
the Party’s hold in the constituency. 
A profit of £91 was also made by social 
activities. The “West” has its own 
premises, and a sum of £375 is invested 
in them. We congratulate the Party 
on its sound financial position and on 
the steady progress made. 


Llanelly is a far cry from Edin- 
burgh. The story is different, but 
success is the same. From a private 
letter we gather that no fewer than 1,500 
enquiries have been dealt with since 
the outbreak of war by the various 
Bureaux, established 
throughout the Division. There are 
two Discussion Forums in Llanelly 
Division, where members meet to dis- 
cuss the topics of the day. A new 
chairman is appointed at each meet- 
ing and different members lead. Thus 
an all-round training is given to all 
attendants. Delegates’ conferences are 
given every eight weeks, in which the 
M.P., Jim Griffiths, gives an address. 
These conferences serve a good pur- 
pose in keeping touch with the affiliated 
organisations. The problems of old 
age pensioners are being looked after 
by the Party, and. several meetings 
have been arranged at which the M.P. 
will explain the new legislation. Cer- 
tainly this Party does not rust in war 
time. 


The June issue of “Contact,” official 
organ of Mitcham D.L.P., is to hand 
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and is even better than those we have 
previously noticed. It is duplicated 
by experts which explains quite a lot, 
but the contents are so varied and 
valuable that they are worth this atten- 
tion. The result is one of the best 
duplicated journals we have seen. Our 
readers who want to see this prize 
paper should send stamps to Mr. W: 
H. Gray, 1 Culvers Avenue, Carshalton, 


2. 
4 
The novel feature of the organisa- 
tion in the Kettering Division is a 
monthly letter by the Agent to Labour 
Parties, Women’s Sections and Affli 
ated Organisations. The letter is 
chatty and informative as to local 
activities and should serve a really 
useful purpose in maintaining intere; 
and in making sure of the success of 
coming efforts. Incidentally, we note 
that the Information Bureau of this 
Party has been particularly successful 
in its work in connection with special 
allowances for the dependants of ser- 
vicemen. So far the bureau has been 
successful in getting an increase in 
every case taken up. May the goa 
work continue, 
a 
: 
a 


West Fulham’s Garden Party, held 
on 29th June in the grounds of Ful 
ham Palace, proved a great success. . 
glorious day and a great program 
and an attendance of 2,000 must have 
well satisfied our vigorous friends. Wi 
note that the Bishop of London, sup: 
ported by Dr. Summerskill, was to have 
opened the function, but we have 
confirmation of the opening. Certainh 
if some of the Bishops come out 
smile upon our doings, we shall begir 
to wonder whether after all the dead 
Churches have not come to life aga 


It is with deep regret that we learn 
of the serious illness of Mrs, Ag 
Lauder, National Woman Organiser 
Scotland, Mrs. Lauder is at present 
the Glasgow Infirmary, and our reade 
will join with us in sending: g 
wishes and warmest greetings. 
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NORTH OF THE BORDER 


The Labour Party in Scotland 


By JOHN TAYLOR 


Scottish Organiser and Secretary to the Scottish Council of the Labour Party. 


The other day I visited a local 
Labour Party in a _ small Highland 
town. To reach the meeting I had 
travelled many hours on a single track 
railway, which wound its way through 
deep glens, by blue lochsides, along 
the slopes of mountains and across the 
peat bogs of a wild moor where no 
human habitation could be seen for 
many miles and where the stations 
were twenty miles apart. 


My journey ended at a surprisingly 
busy little station right in the heart of 
the tiny grey town clinging to the 
steep side of a mighty mountain. The 
quiet and deep waters of a sea loch 
washed its feet and sea gulls as big as 
gannets sailed around overhead on 
seldom moving pinions, shrieking a 
wild and appropriate welcome. 

And the first thing I saw as I stepped 
out of the station yard was a quad- 
crown bill announcing 


LABOUR PARTY 
Meeting To-night 


MASONIC HALL 
at SEVEN 


Subject : Labour and the 


War Effort 


COME, LEARN 
and DISCUSS 


(Party Members meet to-morrow 
same place at 3) 


Brevity, you will note, mingled with 
effectiveness. 

I learned later that someone had 
carried that same bill early that morn- 
ing to the gates of the town’s solitary 
“works,” removed it at dinner time to 
the town square, carried it later to the 
Station so that it would be seen by 
the travellers on the only train which 


atrived from the outer world that day, 
and after the train’s departure had 
taken it back to the town square again 
for all and sundry to see. What, they 
argued, was the use in spending good 
money for four bills when, with a little 
arrangement, one would do the job just 
as well? 

True enough, thought I, silenced by 
this unanswerable Highland logic. 

Knowing the high level of intelli- 
gence and the well-informed minds of 
a Highland audience, I had taken some 
pains in preparing my remarks, and 
well it was that I did, for anything in 
the nature of a slipshod address would 
have received scant respect from the 
hundred or so who made up the meet- 
ing. Cut off by their hills from what 
we are pleased to call civilisation; with 
their morning papers arriving at tea 
time and with scant temptation to in- 
terest themselves in the affairs of the 
mad world beyond the bens, these men 
and women, nevertheless, maintain a 
Labour Party as live, alert and in- 
formed as any I have encountered in 
the thick of the industrial areas. 

But Scotland is not entirely com- 
posed of heather hills, high bens, 
shaggy woods, wild moors and limpid 
lochs. On the contrary, it is a highly 
industrialised nation specialising in 
the heavy industries in which about 
three-quarters of the population are 
involved, There are 70 Parliamentary 
constituencies in the country, but 52 
of them are concentrated into less than 
a quarter of the acreage of Scotland. 

Therefore, romantic trips into the 
Highlands are the rare exception to 
the general rule. In the main the 
work of the Scottish Office of the Party 
is dealing with the problems of Divi- 
sional and Local Parties in cities and 
urbanised areas, and these Parties are 
nearly similar in their problems, out- 
look and personnel to those around 
Manchester or Cardiff or Newcastle. 

Nearly, but not quite similar. 

There is such a thing as National 
temperament, which makes a_ subtle 
difference, while the background, 
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development and history of the Labour 
Movement in Scotland have had their 
effects on the methods and outlook of 
the] D-L: Ps: ; 

Broadly speaking one could say that 
the Movement in Scotland has been 
built up on agitation and propaganda. 
In the past these were conducted by 
concerned about the work they were 
* doing than about the numerical 
¥ strength of their membership. Pro- 
Re ‘few of the hundreds of Burghs in Scot- 
i ' land which did not possess a team of 
i, propagandists who exchanged visits to 
a Socialist propaganda poured forth un- 
on ceasingly, week in, week out, from 
hundreds’ of impromptu platforms 


: the local branches of Socialist organ- 
isations, and these branches were more 
a 
paganda arrangements reached a high 
stage of efficiency. There were very 
__, neighbouring Burghs, with the result 
; that for many years a steady stream of 
between the Forth and the Clyde and 
on Tayside and Deeside. 


Great Leaders 


a Great leaders sprang up. Hardie 
specialised on the political side and 
made Labour Parliamentary history. 

_ Smillie concentrated on improving the 

conditions of his beloved fellow-miners, 
and, though he was always willing to 

_ contest the hardest political battles, his 

heart was never in any political scrap 

at the hustings, while he would fight 

__ like a tiger in the industrial field. Tom 

Johnston devoted his great journalistic 

gifts to the creation and development 

_ of “Forward” and made it the one 

really successful Socialist weekly since 

the “Clarion,” under  Blatchford’s 
editorship. Dollan, despite many 
tempting offers to enter Parliament, 
decided to devote his administrative 
genius to Local Government. His 
record of service to the second city of 
the Empire ranks him with Herbert 

Morrison as one of the two greatest 

civic leaders of our time, and has pro- 

duced a war-time Lord Provost of 

_ Glasgow, who takes in his stride the 

terrific responsibilities of his job. 

Just 25 years ago, in August, 1915, 
the Scottish Council of the Labour 
Party was formed “to build up a better 
organisation of the Labour Party in 
Scotland.” A Scottish Executive of 12 
members was elected with Bob Smillie 
in the chair. Representatives of the 
Trade Unions held six seats and a 
similar number was distributed among 
representatives of the political wing— 
two from the Labour Representation 
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Committees, two from the IL.P., one 
from the Women’s Labour League, and 
one from the Fabian Society. This 
was the typical alignment of the 
Scottish Labour Movement of that day 
and for some years to come. The 
independent Socialist groups had as 
much influence and authority as the 
official Party organisations. Fi 
There were some interesting person- 
alities on that first Scottish Executive. 
Among the Trade Union members 
were Jim Walker, now Chairman of 
the Labour Party, and Neil Beaton, 
now chief of the Co-operative Move: 
ment in Scotland. The representative 
of the Women’s Labour League, which 
later developed into our great Women’s 
Sections, was Councillor Miss Clarice 
MacNab, now Mrs. MacNab Shaw, 
Chairman of the present Scottish Coun 
cil. James Maxton and Willie Stewa t 
represented the I.L.P., and the Secre- 
tary was Ben Shaw, who continued to 
hold that office with distinction until 
his retirement in 1932, and who, ma 
old colleagues will be glad to know, is’ 
still in active harness as Secretary of 
the Ayrshire Federation. : ‘ 
Among the delegates to the inaugural 
Conference was one, Mr. Alexander 
Wilkie, M.P. for Dundee, himself an 
interesting personality, but possessin, 
two associations of particular interest 
to us all these years afterwards. His 
colleague in the Parliamentary repre- 
sentation of Dundee (a double-Me 
bered seat) was a rising Liberal politi- 
cian known as Winston Churchi 
while Mr. Wilkie’s own Agent was 
young Englishman named George io 
Shepherd, who is not unknown t 


readers of this journal. 


Organisation Arrives 5 


That Conference brought a new ide 
to the Labour Movement—that orga 
isation was at least as important in th 
development of Socialism as _ prop 
ganda and agitation. At first the id 
was treated with scant respect or wi 
open disbelief, but gradually it be 
to get home as the Movement began 
win seats on bursts of propagandi: 
enthusiasm, but realised that the 
could only hold them by adopti 
some means of electoral organisation 
The Scottish Parties, therefo 
adopted political organisation beca 
they were forced to and not beca 
they liked it. They adopted only a 
much as they had to and no more. Bi 
memberships are still very much 
exception, and the old idea that a co 
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pact group of expert debaters are the 
est people to run a Party dies hard. 


Still, except for this main fault, it is 
an excellent Movement. Increased 
public responsibilities have not damped 
down its early missionary fervour. It 
‘is alert and vigorous, as rich in strik- 
ing personalities as it is poor in finan- 
cial resources. The peculiarities of 
the Scottish system of local govern- 
ment tend to make it insular, but it 
can show a single front and speak with 
One insistent voice speedily enough 
when the occasion demands. 


The difference in the make-up of the 
present Scottish Executive and _ its 
original predecessor indicates the ex- 
tent to which the attitude towards 
political organisation has changed. 
‘The Trade Unions have still six repre- 
sentatives, but the D.L.P.s now have 
six instead of two and the Women’s 
Sections have four instead of one. 
Representation of Socialist Societies 
which at one time rose to four, has 
now dropped to one, not because of 
any decrease of Socialist expression in 
the Party, but because it has been real- 
ised that the day for small groups has 
gone and the times demand one unified 
organisation as the yehicle of demo- 
cratic Socialist thought. 


In these times of stress, when politi- 
cal organisations are taking a great 
strain, Scotland stands where it did. 
With a stark realism typical of the 
Scottish Movement the Parties, con- 
vinced that whatever happens the old 
pre-war economic alignment will never 
come back, are preparing themselves 
to be equal to any eventuality, ensur- 
ing that the interests of the ordinary 
people will not lack vigorous advo- 
cates and stout defenders. 
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You Were Warned 


“Vigilance,” the journal of the 
Brighton Equitable Education Com- 
mittee and Political Party, contains 
this month the following: — 


“The dangerous people are not the 
street corner orators or pacifists. The 
underground Fascists are a more seri- 
ous menace. People of England will 
one day realise that the real enemies 
of England are those solid phalanxes of 
fatuous Tory M.P.s who ever since 
the last war have held on to their 
comfortable life and their great posses- 
sions, fought against every necessary 
change in the social order, destroyed 
the chance of an international order, 
sabotaged the League, supported Hitler 
when there was time to stop him with- 
out war, arranged to fight when the 
faith of all possible allies had been 
destroyed. Such people have no 
imagination; they are blind followers 
of blind leaders. Some of them are 
furious now that they have lost their 
jobs in the Chamberlain Government. — 
These were the people who _belittled 
Labour as “unfit to govern,” but the 
staggering complacency in high circles 
was never the fault of Labour. Some- 
day historians may write a study of 
the Tory mind which has wasted man- 
kind’s opportunity between 1918 and 
1940, years that could have been used 
to lead the world to a new constructive 
age.” 


Well, you were warned. Writing im- 
mediately before the last General Elec- 
tion the “Labour Organiser” said :— 


“Let the workers vote the present — 
Government into power, and if, in the 


latter’s new lease of office, we do not ~ 


meet War, Conscription and Fascism 
under some name or another, it will be 
a miracle.” 


CANDIDATES WITHDRAWN 


The following list of withdrawn 
candidatures were reported to the 
N.E.C. on June 26th: — Devon.: 
Exeter, W. Robins. Herts.: St. 
Albans, Hugh Franklin. _ Kent: 
Chatham, F. E. Sweetman. SuRREY: — 
Wimbledon, E. Plaisted. Worcs.: 
Dudley, Leon Freedman. _ YorkKs.: 
Ecclesall, K. G. Brooks. LANARKS.: 
Lanark, Jack Gibson. Mm .orHiaNn: 
North, T, Murray. 
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Indispensable for 
STUDY GROUPS 
and Discussion Meetings 


“LABOUR 
DISCUSSION 
NOTES” 


“| have found ‘L.D.N.’ most helpful, and 
think it one of the most useful publica- 
tions that any Labour official could have 
in his hands.”’ 

JOHN JAGGER, M.P, 


A free copy of the current issue, which 
includes a special SUPPLEMENT on the 
FIFTH COLUMN DANGER will be sent to 
any Labour Party Organiser, Agent or 
Official. Apply to— 


M. Chance, 4 Crown Court, Crown 
Street, Harrow, Middlesex 


SPECIAL TERMS for QUANTITIES 


\ 
THE N.C.L.C. 


The results of the National competi- 
tion for the four best essays on Indepen- 
dent Working-Class Education offered 
by the National Council of Labour 
Colleges are now available. The prizes 
were four free scholarships to the 
N.C.L.C.’s annual summer = school. 
This school was to have been held in 
Bangor, but is now to be held in 
London. The scholarship winners 
are:— 

G. Bradshaw, Birkenhead (N.U.C.); 


J. Ross, Glasgow (Boot and Shoe 


Operatives), B. Francis, Cardiff 
(N.U.D.A.W.); and L. Wood, Fife (Fife 
Miners). 

Among the lecturers at the school 
will be Sir Walter Citrine, Professor 
Harold Laski, Arthur Woodburn, M.P. 
and James Griffiths, M.P. 


The Wanderlust 


We thank a number of readers for 
their kind appreciation of our article 
last month. 

If you like this month’s instalment, 
hand your copy to a friend. We want 
new readers. 
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AN APPEAL 


We gratefully acknowledge the kind 
responses by several well-wishers and 
I.L.P.s and Co-op. Parties to the appeal 
for funds we made last month. 


We are yet short of the sum needed 
and we venture therefore to repeat our 
appeal. 


Twenty years ago come August the 
first issue of the ‘Labour Organiser” 
saw the light. 


During the whole of these twenty 
years, the ‘Labour Organiser” has 
never once appealed to its readers for 
financial aid, nor to any other quarter, 
Labour papers of a national character 
have come and gone, and they, and 
even living ones, have made appeals, 
but not we. 


To-day we unblushingly appeal to 
readers for present help. ‘The reason 
is not that we are not now on a sound 
basis, for our circulation is consolidated 
and hardly less than on the outbreak 
of war. 


But last summer’s long crisis and the 
first few months of war, tried us. 
We made a substantial loss and we 
frankly tell our readers, with the 
authority of our Executive, that we 
desire to make that good, and we 
want more if possible to guard us against 
the war’s eventualities. 


We, therefore, appeal to our readers 
for their immediate help, in small 
donations or in big ones. Many of 
our friends can afford to help us3 
many Local Parties can afford to give 
us grants. Will you? Will they? 


A volume might be filled by the 
endless stream of kind letters and 
commendations we have received over 
the years. Our reply has always been 
to try and do better. ; 


Can we then venture just once and 
for the first time to ask our readers for 
their practical kindness—and quickly ? 


All donations will be acknowledged 
and all help gratefully received. 


Go to it, brothers. We have asked, 
What is your answer ? : 


(All donations will be promptly ockal 
nowledged.) 


- 
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By the Editor 


The Wanderlust 


PART 2 


For wide streets, sea breezes, shore 
smells, rats, cockroaches, farewells and 
ne’er-do-wells—go to Liverpool. 

I have been and I have seen—in the 
years when the Wanderlust took me 
again and again along the great dock 
roads. 

One goes up from the docks to-the 
other Liverpool — on to Toxteth, to 
Sefton Park, to Mount Pleasant, to 
Wavertree, West Derby, Cabbage Hall, 
the heights of Everton, to Walton and 
its gaol, to Bootle and beyond. The 
dock road leads to everywhere; Aintree 
or Africa you get there just the same. 


* * * 


A pint of beer and a plate of hotpot 
for threepence sounds good. *Twas 
the dock road price forty years ago; 
beer a bit treaclely, perhaps, and hot- 
pot well salted with an eye to custom. 
But the meat and potatoes were ample, 
and why not, with “taters” at 4lbs. for 
144d. and mutton at 3d. a lb.—1d. per 
Ib. for “bits”? 

In the dock road one got a “bed” for 
3d.: 2d. for black men and Chinks; 
bugs free. Along here, in the “Irish” 
quarter, men lived; and their wives, 
too. For life was life in the days of 
England’s glory. Beer was cheap and 
fights were free. 


* * * 


Come with me down one of the 
great paved _roads that lead to dock- 
land. Here in this wall opposite a 
‘sugar refinery that smells so evilly is a 
cunning niche. Not the sort we see to 
temind us of the last war, but a curi- 
ous and low down sort of niche where 
a person might even sit, back to wall, 
anatomically O.K. 

Fish Ann, the old Irish bloater 
seller, made that niche. For sixty 
years, in storm or sunshine, all day 
long, through youth, through middle 
‘age, through old age, Ann sat with her 
basket against those bricks. As she 
‘huddled in her youth, in her strength 
and in her prime for the scant shelter a 


. 


yy 


wall might give, she consciously or un- 
consciously hollowed out the wall. 
Yeats before I knew her Ann’s 
shoulders and bottom had modelled 
themselves in the bricks. And her 
frail little body at the time I introduce 
you to her found shelter each day. 
Fish Ann, as she huddled from the 
wind, fitted into the niche like a saint 
in a cathedral wall. 


* * * 


Way out in County Mayo, where the 
wild mountains rear their heads to 
halt the wild Atlantic, there are three 
sentinels a few miles apart. There is 
Nephin, nearing 3,000 feet; there is St. 
Car; and there is Nephin Beg. And 
where the mountains meet in high and 
stately solitude four rivers take their 
source. 

It was where the Irish Dee comes 
tumbling down and round the foot of 
Nephin Mountain that Fish Ann was 
born. A one-roomed hovel of mud 
and stone attached itself to the moun- 
tainside. This was home; but Ann, 
who told me all about it, loved home 
with a passion that was truly Trish, 
fierce and all-consuming. 

Ann told me also of her trapsings 
by the waters; her paddlings in_ the 
Dee; her long walks by the river down 
to Crossmolina; her trailings by the 
side of Lough Conn and Cullin Lough; 
her long trek by the peat bogs at the 
rear of Nephin and the climb to Cush- 
camcearragh, fording a torrent on the 
way. 

She told me too of her night on 
Nephin Beg; of her meeting with her 
man from Killala that afternoon; of 
the plighting of their troths; of the 
lack of a priest, and the beginning of 
a divine courtship. 

* * * 


Patrick, most sainted name in Ite- 
land was, in Ann’s eyes, rightly 
named; he too was a saint. To under- 
stand this you must understand other 
things. County Mayo is near to 
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nature. Wildness, beauty, passion, 
religion all are one. 
these passions met and mingled as a 

: girl; one fired the other. 

. Ann worshipped Pat. She told of 
that day she climbed the Nephin Beg 
and he climbed St. Car. And when, 

in the distance they saw each other at 

; the top and she waved to him, and he 

se waved to her, the glory of his being 
overcame her. *Twas sixty odd years 

; after that she whispered to the only 

‘: ear that ever caught her tale how she 

4 had knelt down, he unknowing—and 

; worshipped! “The Mother of God 

forgive me,” she added, “for the judg- 

ment indeed has been upon me these 

; years, for me sin.” 

oy * * * 

And so Ann passed that one glori- 
ous Summer. That same Good Mother 
_ who sends us joy and sadness, gives to 
a all of us one Summer—brief breaths of 
___ _Heaven to be cherished and to be ours 
and one other’s alone for evermore. 
All the week Ann was with Pat on 
_ the mountains only to fret the week- 
_ ends when he walked his 25 miles to 
kiss his mother at Killala. 
set October came. The wind blew cold 
, on St. Car. The lovers: made for the 
coast. But not, alas, to Killala or 
to Ballycastle or where Pat’s people 
: might have found them shelter. They 
_ went West to Achill. 

A rock, a pebble, a tree trunk—some 

_ tiny thing, and a trickle of water flows 
____ this way or that. Thus rivers begin, 

_ and the rock, the pebble, or the tree 
_trunk decides the issue of East or 

West, or North or South; whither the 

waters flow and which lands shall be 

_ watered and those that shall be desert. 

So with Ann and Patrick. The west 
trail was fatal. 

* * * 
Beware an Achill Island girl, In 

_ ages past there were strange doings in 

_ this land. The stone circles still are 

_ there, the cromlechs — and other 

strange things. And Achill Island 

girls are witches—handsome, clean 
limbed, strong, black-eyed and be- 
witching. They can row, they can 

‘swim, they can fish. And fish they do 

with lovers from the mainland. 

Patrick was netted on the second 
day. To be “left standing” is a 
modern phrase, but it is literally what 
happened to Ann. A siren in a row- 
ing boat, half clad, but in her near 
nakedness, a vision such as Pat had 
neyer seen, caught him with a glance: 


And in Ann — 
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a deadly arrow and swift to the heart. — 
Pat left Ann at the landing place. He 
and the Achill girl rowed a 

together. * | 


* * a 
Two days Ann waited, and then chal 1 
as many a broken Irish girl has done, 
turned East. She made for Liverpool. 
* * * 


Kept only from self-suffocation b 
the breezes that blow in from the 
Mersey mouth, there is, or was, near 
dockland a sty of streets and slums 
100 per cent. Irish. Courts abounded. 
The best type would be a yard open t 
the street, twenty feet wide. ‘Three-_ 
storey back-to-back “houses” flanked — 
the yard on either side and two more 
“houses” facing made a dead end. In 
the centre of the yard would be a 
midden, a tap and two or three W.C.s. 

Each house had a shallow cellar. 
There were then two steps from the 
yard to the room on the “floor” level. A 
winding stairway would reach the next 
room and again to the third one. Every — 
room sometimes harboured a separate 
family. Children swarmed, but nature 
controlled its own excesses with a 
death-rate of 250 per thousand in the 
first year of child life and 180 per 
thousand in the second year. What 
mattered though, if in this land of 
Hope and Glory Christian landlords go 
their rents and Britain built it 
Empire? 

Ann, in Liverpool, soon found her 
poverty level. She came to live in 
court which man’s ingenuity had made 
a trifle more like hell than those 
have described. This yard was clear 
of W.C.s and middens so that washin 
might be strung across and drunken 
men and women have more room t 
lie. But the W.C.s, etc., now blocked 
up the entrance to the street except fo 
a narrow passage. One passed throug 
a row of them on either side to gai 
the yard. 


im 


* * * 


Ann, henceforth to be called Fis 
Ann, bought her bloaters, took up her 
stand, and came to live in the cella 
of No. 2—first “house” on _ the left, 
next the etceteras. Here in the long 
winters she dreamed of Pat and 
Nephin Beg, and the witch who stole 
her man, the while she nursed her 
pain and cowered from the drunks. — 

It was as the days grew longer and 
men and women’s quarrels came out 
from the houses for settlement in the 
open yard, that Ann’s baby was born. 
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Ann took the fever; but Co. Mayo’s 
mothers possess the strength to battle 
through. 
Ann recovered. Baby Patrick died, 
and the women put him in the midden. 
‘You, nor I, nor Ann, dear reader, will 
_hever quite understand God’s mercy. 
Was that mercy to the child? orto 
Ann? 

How she cried to the Mother of 
‘God! cursed the priest, and cursed the 
neighbours, and was quieted only by 
the smashing of her windows. Then 
she went back to her bloaters. 

* * * = 

I have seen that hell of home of 
Ann’s: took tea in it from her tremb- 

_ding fingers. Listened while she talked 

on and on of Pat, of little Pat, of St. 
Car, the wild winds, the bogs, the 
lakes, the swirling rivers—and again 
wf Pat; but hardly ever of the coast 
mear Achill Island. 

One day Ann was absent from her 


alcove. I called in, for it was just 
round the corner. Ann was ill on the 
sofa: There was no bed. But the 


priest had visited and I saw that Ann’s 

needs had been provided for. A nun 
«or two had been to see her. I gave 
raise that if men’s mercy never 
reached these parts these women’s 
mission did. 

Two days later I called again. I had 
but turned the corner of the row of 
‘doorless closets and I knew. The 
-coffin, candles lit, lay athwart the little 
window. Fish Ann was dead. 

There was no escape. A wake was 
in progress and had been going all 
night. J must see her—I did, her soul 
at rest at last. I must drink—but it 
choked me. I must laugh and _ be 
jolly like the rest—I tried. I must 
“sit down, and drink again. But my 

courage failed. Twenty creatures in 
all attitudes, plus a corpse, in a room 
roft. x roft., would daunt any man; 
but add they were mostly drunk, that 
“beer was everywhere, in cans, in pots, 
in jugs, in the women, and that the 
smell was ghastly, and you get my 
point. 

So I escaped. Fish Ann had done 
so hours before. She was back at 
Nephin Mountain. 

* * * 

That day I walked again the great 
dock road. I came up and by Paddy’s 
Market (where you buy boots for 2d. 
a boot) and on down again to Liver- 

I’s landing stage. 
eT crossed a the City of the Future, 
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pondering. Still on and into the open 
country. I halted not till I found Hes- 
wall, on the banks of the English Dee. 

The river recalled that other Dee, 
where Ann was born, but there was no 
resemblance. Here there were no 
tumbling waters, but broad mud and 
sands. 

I walked and waited while the even- 
ing fled and the setting sun sank lower 
and lower in its ruddy bed. I still 
carried thoughts of that frail little 
fish-seller. And as I gazed unblinking 
for the last time at the half-saucer of 
dying glory I thought I saw a move- 
ment. I wasn’t sure. 

I gazed again. Surely that’s a face? 
I wasn’t sure. I gazed again. It was 
a face, a figure; a figure with a baby. 
And that behind? Another taller — 
figure—cheek jowls as high as St. Car. 
Look, they wave; I see their eyes, smil- 
ing, smiling, smiling. 

And that is well. And that is all. 


For when Irish eyes are smiling 
* * * 


P.S.—Somehow I sometimes feel that 
—somehow—some time—somewhere— 
I shall meet that young witch of 
Achill. But, not, no not—in Achill 
Island! 

(This series of articles will 
be continued.) 


BOOKS WANTED 


A Wandering Minstrel | 
By Casey 


Human Documents 
By T. Russel Williams 


State price to— 
W. Withey, 21 Park Street, 
Leeds | 


Do ALL the Officers 
of your Party get the 
“L.00? 


If not, why not ? 


The ‘L.O.’’ wants 
1,000 New Readers 


Will you help ? 
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THE LABOUR PARTY | 
What it can do to-day 


(Contributed) 


A correspondent who signed him- 
self “H.A.H., of Manchester,’ said in 
a recent letter to a Socialist weekly 
that with no more local or parliamen- 
tary elections, and with Labour join- 
ing the Government, Local and Divi- 
sional Parties must close down. 

I wonder what sort of work “H.A.H.” 
did for the Party before we accepted 
part responsibility for the Government 
of the country and when local and 
parliamentary elections were possible? 
Was he a weekly or monthly collector 
of individual membership | subscrip- 
tions? Was he a regular distributor 
of free Party literature? Did he go 
from door to door canvassing for new 
members and selling the Party’s litera- 
ture? Did he serve’ on the Local 
Party’s Social Committee? on the 
Public Meetings Committee? on the 
Open-air Campaign Committee? Did 
he do more than attend committee 
meetings—did he act as steward, chair- 
man, literature salesman, speaker, or 
even do the humble job of carrying the 
open-air platform? Did he write sen- 
sible letters to the local press putting 
the Party’s case—or did he write, as 
“one on the left,” criticising the Party, 
washing the Party linen in public? 

The job of the Local Party is of 
course less easy than it was in the 
days of weakness and irresponsibility. 

Then it did not matter much what 
a member said and did because the 
public didn’t take any notice. For the 
past few years, however, and to-day in 
particular, it does matter. The public 
is “listening in” to what Local Party 
members say, and if they are saying 
and acting in any manner to hinder 
the nation’s purpose of winning the 
war (since the nation as a whole — 
regardless of the Party politics of its 
citizens—is facing a terrible and im- 
mediate attack on its life) then such 
public support as is gained for the 
Party by its national leaders will be 
nullified by the local members. 

In addition to the vital jobs I have 
already mentioned, which still need 
doing, and will be done by the 
thousands of decent loyal members, 
every Local Party should—even in the 


most difficult circumstances—keep the 
Party membership together. Regular 
meetings and social gatherings should 
be held. Lectures, Day Schools, Week- 
end Schools, etc., should be held. 
Regional Conferences on the Party’s 
attitude to the War, on Home Policy, 
and immediate problems must and will 
be held. 


It is on the educational side that 
special efforts should be made. Over 
half a million Party pamphlets have 
been sold since December last, and 
sales during April were greater than 
in any month preceding the war. Every 
member should be visited and asked 
to buy the latest pamphlet: “The 
War and After—Labour’s Home 
Policy.” 4 

Headquarters provides Notes for 
Study Circle Leaders on the Party’s’ 
“Peace } Aims”; on  Laski’s book,’ 
‘Liberty and the Modern State,” on 
“Socialism and Equality,” and on “The 
Elements of Socialism.” In addition, 
the Labour Book Service is doing an_ 
excellent service by providing lecturers” 
with notes on Durbin’s book, “The 
Politics of Democratic Socialism.” We 
should take advantage of war neces- 
sities by developing intensive educa- 
tional services for our members. How 
many of our more recent members 
know anything of the history of the 
Party, anything of its past policies 
and why they failed—or succeeded? 
Anything of the fundamentals of the 
Socialist case on grounds of econo- 
mics, politics, and philosophy? Now 
is the time for the intensive cultiva- 
tion of the mind of our individual 
membership. ; 


' ; a 
Some Parties may find constructiv 
thinking difficult: they were bred and 
born in the atmosphere of opposition 
—they are happy only when they are 
“agin the Government!” An veil 
increasing number of Parties realise 
that such an attitude is not good 
enough, thank Heaven. 3 
_ There are and will continue to be 
jobs of criticism for every Local Party. 
Local Parties must be vigilant. Th 
regulation of prices over a wide field 
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should compel each Party to plan 
responsible vigilance work. The Local 
Price Regulation Committees will want 
keeping up to scratch. The same is 
true of all Local Government Authori- 
ties. A great number of Party Infor- 
mation and Vigilance Committees have 
already been formed; their work should 
be intensified. Citizens _ will want 
advice on war-time regulations; on rent 
questions; unemployment and health 
insurance problems; dependants’ allow- 
ances; evacuation questions, and the 
like. 

Every Local Party can and must do 
this kind of work, but it is a matter 
of planned organisation. It is not 

enough for Labour advisers to be 
Party propagandists—they must know 
the facts; where to find the facts; how 
to handie the facts. Many hundreds 
of Parties have done this kind of work 
for a long time and they can testify 
to the advantage that accrues to the 
Party when the job is well done. ~ 
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Every Local Party should hold mem- 
bers’ meetings and public meetings in 
order that members and the man in 
the street can know why Labour sup- 
ports the nation in the war. These 
reasons must be made known. It is 
not good enough to assume that they 
are known and understood. Every 
advantage must be taken, including 
those offered through the meetings 
organised under the auspices of the 
Ministry of Information, to keep 
Labour’s ideas to the front both on the 
war and the peace issues. 

If this work is done well in every 
constituency, Labour will come out of 
this war stronger than it was when we 
went in. Labour must help the coun- 
try, and if every Local Party plays its 
part we shall gain the respect and sup- 
port of citizens during the war and we 
shall have a reasonable chance of get- 
ting their votes in sufficient numbers 
after the war to build the Socialist 
Commonwealth. 


Party Literature: and its Place in 


National 


From our. well-conducted and 
able contemporary, “The Leeds Weekly 
News,” we reprint the following with 

_ grateful acknowledgment : — 

Will the public buy Labour Party 
literature now that we are in the midst 
of the gravest crisis in British history? 

They will, as the following report 
‘will show, and further we members of 

- the Labour Party would be failing in 
our duty if we now neglect to ‘give 
them the opportunity to do so, 

Firstly, let us prove that Party litera- 
ture can be sold, and quote, without 
boasting, the result of the first five 
weeks of the literature campaign now 
being conducted by the West Leeds 
Division. Each week we have tried to 
exceed the number of pamphlets and 
“Citizens” sold the previous week, and 
on Friday last we surpassed any pre- 
vious sales for one night by disposing 

of 142 pamphlets and 4 dozen “Citi- 

zens,’ which brings the total for the 
five weeks to 562 pamphlets and 198 
“Citizens.” 

In addition, on Friday last one of 
our small band returned to where 
“Citizens” had been sold the previous 
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week in an effort to secure regular 
readers for the paper. The result was 
that five signed forms were taken to 
the newsagent, and a good percentage 
of others bought a further copy of the 
paper and promised they would con- 
sider filling in the form and hand it to 
the newsagent themselves. 


Stalwart Band 
That is surely sufficient to remove 
any doubts which may exist in the 
minds of our Party members who hesi- 


tate to go selling literature at the pre- 


sent time, particularly, as the reader 
will guess, that there are enough fingers 
on both hands to count the number of 
stalwarts who comprise our little band. 

Frequently one hears the charge laid 
at the door of the League of Youth 
that they fail to pull their weight in 
Party activity, that they are a liability 
to the Party and so on. 

Well, it can truthfully be said that 
the members of the West Leeds League 
of Youth have demonstrated time and 
time again that such charges are ill- 
founded, and we must be honest 
enough to admit that our League of 
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Youth at any rate is the strongest winning the war and a peace worthy of — 
ACTIVE force in the division at the the great sacrifice men, women and 
present time. Each week our litera- children are being called upon to 
ture squad has been made up almost make. 7 


entirely of these young enthusiasts 
who compete vigorously with each 
other as to who can sell the highest 


number of copies. LET THE 
Outcome of Apathy BL ACKFERIARS PRESS 


To say that we should be neglecting 


‘ 
> 


; 
4 our duty if we failed to offer our 
‘ _ literature for sale at present appears to HELP You f 
i. me to require little or no explanation. ‘ 
4 It is obvious that the present tragic e * 
situation is the outcome of the apathy : ; 4 
and indifference of the common people Printers of this Journal. { 
q in the past. Fundamentally I believe Let us help you In your — 
By that to be true, together with the a work by prod ucing §- 
a failure, in recent years, on the part o our literature in good _ 
' the public to back the Labour Party Y 4 enctatiliice 3 4. : 
in its frantic pleadings with the and taste sty : 
Government to stop the rot rather than reasonable prices, and ? 
let matters drift, which meant post- with quick despatch. — 
poning the evil day. : tes i 
It is agreed that the present is no Send ee AAI IES pol 8 
time for recriminations, but it is the ; 
time for keeping the Socialist idea THE BLACKFRIARS PRESS 4 
before the people of Britain. Phone 27813 LIMITED 
It is the future that matters now, i 


and the folly of apathy and the con- 


a ‘ Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester 
sequences of permitting the private 


profit making system to prove conclu- 4 

sively that it is incapable of waging Se aE 

_ the struggle, have been brought home : 7 
_ to the people in a way that no amount From Kent a Secretary writes: 

of propaganda could have brought it “Success to the finest four-penny- 

home to them. worth I have ever dropped across.” We 

The result is that our people are blush. . 
anxious to help press forward, with all 5 jv 
possible speed, legislation already put From Nottingham a Secretary writes: | 

into operation by Socialist Ministers “The Committee and myself find the 
which puts the interests of the nation ‘L.O.’ to be of valuable service.” i 
and its people first and foremost. 

Then it is our job now to see to it From Harrow the Secretary writes: 
that that frame of mind develops in “The ‘Organiser’ is presented t 
the future on the lines of thought so Party Officers, Ward Secretaries an 
admirably expressed by the Labour the Leader of the Labour Group. W 
Party in the pamphlets dealing with have nine Labour members on_ thi 


the war and the future. 

The policy of the Labour Party is 
more likely to be accepted by the 
great mass of people in this country in 
present circumstances than ever before, 
if they are given the opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with that policy 
now. From Keith the Secretary writes: 

Therefore, members of the Labour “I have now been a reader of yo 
Party have a duty that is twofold, a journal for the past two years and fin 
duty to Britain in whatever form of it of great help indeed. I do trust yo | 
national service they can serve, and a will-be able to carry on in spite of t 
duty to the cause of humanity by very difficult times we are passing 
propagating Socialism as the means of through,” 


Harrow Urban District Council, and 
on making enquiry as to the value of 
your publication, find that we owe ; 
debt of gratitude to you for the con 
tinuance, under present circumstances, 
of so excellent and useful a journal.” 


_ Items of Correspondence 
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By JACK CUTTER 


Copy of a letter. received by Jack 
Cutter from the Motionpassing Ward 
of the Never Dungrousin Local Labour 
Party. 

Dear Comrade, 

The above Ward, at its meeting last 
night, carried the appended motion by 
four votes to three and instructed me 
to forward it to you for the necessary 
-action. 

Yrs. Frat., 

C. P. Stooge, Secretary. 


Resolution. 


That this Association instructs the 
District Council to call immediately an 
International Workers’ Conference to 
stop the Capitalist Imperialist War 
without delay. 


Copy of a letter from Jack Cutter to 


Mr. C. P. Stooge. 


Dear Mr. Stooge, 

I have your letter of yesterday’s date 
with its attached Resolution instructing 
me to call an International Workers’ 
Conference. In order that I may inter- 
pret the Resolution in conformity with 
the ideas in the minds of your mem- 
bers when they passed it, I would be 
glad to have your advice on the follow- 
ing points of detail. 

1. When do they suggest the Con- 
ference should be called? 

_ (On this point I would like their 
guidance because of booking a hall. I 
note they desire the Conference imme- 

diately, but I have some doubt as to 

whether this is practicable in view of 
the time it would take for invitations 
to reach workers’ organisations in New 
Zealand, Bolivia and San Francisco. 

Even if we sent the invitations by 

cablegram—the cost of which would 
tun into several hundreds of pounds— 

we are not aware how often the respec- 
‘tive organisations meet, and presum- 
ably we should have to allow a reason- 
able time for them to hold their meet- 
ings and choose their delegates, allow- 
ing also sufficient travelling time for 
them to reach these shores.) 

2. What do they suggest should be 
the basis of representation? 

(Lam specially anxious to have their 

‘yiews on this point so that I may book 


a hall sufficiently large. It would 
seem at first sight a simple matter to 
limit the delegations to, say, four repre- 
sentatives of each country, but on 
enquiry I find that most countries have 
no workers’ organisation analogous to 
our T.U.C. or Labour Party. Many of 
them have several co-ordinating organ- 
isations each reflecting a differing view- 
point, and as I am anxious to avoid 
the charge that the Conference, when 
it is eventually held is “packed” with 
the adherents to the L. and S.I. point 
of view, I would be glad if your mem- 
bers would send me a list of the organ- 
isations they consider should be repre- 
sented, together with their secretaries’ 
names and addresses.) 


3. Do your members suggest that the 
fares should be paid by the organisa- 
tion represented, or should be pooled? 


(I naturally would like to have this 
point cleared up because it would 
have to be clearly stated in the invita- 
tion. In view of the fact that the 
fares of delegates from Japan, Aus- 
tralia and Chile would be somewhere 
in the region of {100 per delegate, 
pooled fares would seem to be the fair- | 
est and most reasonable method of 
ensuring the most representative 
gathering. On working this out with the _ 
local representative of the W.T.A. I 
find that the pooled fare would amount 
to £57 14s. 5!%4d. per delegate, which 
might have the effect of preventing ~ 
representation from our own country, 
in which case the pooled fare would 
be higher. I take it that the sending 
organisation would be responsible for 
the lost time of delegates, amounting 
to over three months in some cases.) 


4. Can your members give me any 
suggestions as to how I might get in 
touch with the workers’ organisations 
in Germany, Italy, Russia, Finland, 
Norway, Denmark, Holland and 
Belgium? 


(I have prepared a draft circular to 
the Chief of the German Government 
requesting him to release potential 
delegates from the concentration 
camps; to refrain from shooting them 
after release and to arrange with the 
Admiralty and Labour authorities in 
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this country that, having received their 
passport visas, their entry into this 
country will be unimpeded and that 
some restraint will be shown against 
the temptation to bomb their trans- 
ports on the way across. We should 
not, however, ignore the possibility that 
the German Government may not be 
inclined to give heed to these requests 
and perhaps you can suggest some 
alternative method to ensure that the 
Conference is as widely representative 
as I am sure your Ee eth would 
desire.) 

On receipt of your reply to those 
points I will proceed to prepare the 
invitations. In order to avoid the com- 
plications of preparing them in 74 
different languages, I propose, with 
your consent, to send them all in Eng- 
lish and let the receiving organisa- 
tions worry about the problems of 
interpretation. To save time I propose 
to enclose the credential cards along 
with the invitations. Whilst not desir- 
ing to make a profit out of the Con- 
ference I am sure your members will 


agree to the charge of a delegation fee: 
sufficient to cover the expenses. Tak-| 
ing into consideration the costs of! 
printing, hire of hall, postage and the: 
services of interpreters, it is likely that: 
this fee will be somewhat in excess of: 
the fees usually requested from our 
organisations for Conferences, but 
probably that is a matter of detail on 
which we should not unduly concern’ 
ourselves at the present stage of the 
arrangements. ya 
As your members have taken the 
initiative in requesting the Conference, 
I am, of course, leaving to them the 
task of preparing an Agenda, drafting 
the main Resolution and submitting a 
statement of the means by which, if 
carried, it may be put into effect. 
As time is pressing, I will be pleased 
to have your reply as soon as is pa 
ticable. 
Yours sincerely, 2 

Jack CuTTER. 

We are unable to record the reply to 
the above because, up to the time of 
going to press, none had been received. 
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C394 BD _ Erdington D.L.P. 


A427/30 DB Hull City L.P. 


Mr. F. Hackett, 47, Anderson Road, Erdington 
Birmingham. ' 


Coun. J. G. E. Teskey-KInc, 5, Cornwall Garden 
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Brunswick Avenue, Hull. 


A437/8 DB Middlesbrough 
Central D.L.P. 


Mr. A. H. Cocks, 66, Clifton Street, Middles. 
brough, Yorks. 


H479 CD LianellyD.L.P. Mr. W. D. Hucues, C.C., Mayfield, College 
: ' Square, Llanelly, Carmarthens. 4 

H484 CD Flintshire D.L.P. Mr. C. Gerrarp, The Crescent, King George 
; Street, Shotton, North Wales. ; 
Js37_ BD _ BridgetonD.L.P, Mr. J.. E. Hunter, 5, Greenlodge Terral 
Bridgeton, Glasgow, S.E. a 

i 7Oeme. Dee Perth, Dal. P. Mrs. H. Stewart, South Cottage, Feus Roa 
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MORTON?’S ROTARY DUPLICATORS 


Equal work to large rotary machines. 63/- COMPLETE. 


Write for samples and list of PAPER, STENCILS, IN 
DUPLICATORS as used by scores of Div. pe oe 


MORTON'S, 14 GLOBE STREET - 


LONDON, SEI — 


